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1. Introduction have special characteristics. The integration of
cities into the network of creative cities creates an
independent brand in order to increase their
economic power. In this way, it seems that the
creation of a creative city not only leads to the
development and economic stability of the city,
but the process of economic development itself is
a matter for the foundation of the creative city;
But this task does not seem to be achievable,
unless the urban planners have a plan and a
codified plan for branding the city.

Among the cities of Iran, Damghan is one of the
important cities (Semnan Province), which has a
high potential for the development of tourism,
especially historical and cultural. In a way, the

The model of the creative city is based on the
relationship between economy, culture,
production of creative and innovative places, and
taking advantage of the opportunities of the
creative global economy can be based on
knowledge in order to make the place competitive.
Creative city can solve the needs and demands of
urban communities in various dimensions. It is
necessary to create a creative environment for the
economic success of cities, to diversify the
opportunities for employment and recreation.
Because in order to attract human and creative
capital, cities and their dependent regions must
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city of Damghan has shaped and produced a
symbol or symbols that express the function and
identity of the city in its historical ups and downs.
Damghan is a historical, cultural, artistic city, and
in terms used today in urban studies discourse, it
is a creative city and has its own brand, a brand
that recognizes the city of Damghan. Therefore,
building a reliable brand based on the indicators
of the creative city can help the comprehensive
development of the city.

Therefore, the purpose of this study; Identify the
Effective Factors in the Success of Urban
Branding in Order to Achieve a Creative City
(Case Study: Damghan City).

2. Methodology

The approach governing the research space is
gualitative and the type of research is applied and
according to the method of conducting it is of the
survey type (interview). The statistical population
of the present study includes (all senior managers
of the municipality, faculty members of the
Department of Geography, Art and Urban
Planning, city councils and experts in the field of
urban management in Damghan) who were
selected using the Delphi method as a sample size
of 17 people. Grounded theory method has been
used to analyze the data. Grounded theory or
foundational data theory is a qualitative research
method that is used to theorize about the studied
phenomenon and its purpose is to present a new
theory that has not yet been proposed in research
communities. This research strategy is based on
three elements: concepts, categories and
propositions. Data-based theorizing is based on 3
types of open, central and selective coding.

3. Results

From the results of interviews with experts, to
identify the factors affecting the success of urban
branding in order to achieve a creative city in
Damghan, 56 concepts and 18 semantic units and
7 categories (urban environment promotion,
flourishing spaces, strengthening the international
position of the city, continuous management And
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purposefully,  vision  development, urban
attractiveness and security, branding position)
were extracted.

4, Discussion

Improving the urban environment, flourishing
spaces, strengthening the international status of
the city, continuous and purposeful management,
formulating a vision, attractiveness and urban
security, stabilizing the branding position, are
effective tools in the success of Damghan
branding. Despite the tourism capacities in this
city, the entry of investors and tourists to this city
is effective in economic prosperity and stabilizing
the city's position in the minds of tourists.
Branding in the field of tourism and agriculture
(pistachio products), industries and mines, etc. in
this city can be a useful tool for the economic
stability of the city as well as a targeted effort in
the direction of realizing the city of Damghan
towards becoming creative. Therefore, among all
the mentioned categories, urban management and
at the top of them, municipalities should pay
attention to the city's name, which is considered
the most important spiritual capital of every city,
just as they pay attention to the body of the city
and its citizens.

5. Conclusion

If the city administration of Damghan seeks to
attract investors and economic prosperity as well
as maintain the social and cultural status of the
city and its citizens, it is inevitable to pay special
attention to the city's brand as a capital in urban
competitions.
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