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The most important feature of the economic structure of the country's villages is the lack of
diversity in economic contexts and job opportunities. In this regard, the approach of diversification
of rural economy activities has been presented as a useful solution that many development
theorists emphasize in order to reduce the effects of this structure and in the framework of
sustainable development model. Problems and analysis of obstacles and deterrents and
diversification of economic activities in the villages of Masal county have been discussed. This
research is applied according to the purpose and its method is descriptive-analytical. The statistical
population of the study is 68 villagers and experts of economic systems in rural areas of Masal
county that the sample size was determined using Cochran's formula. The data collection tool is a
researcher-made questionnaire whose items were prepared and arranged with the expert opinions
of university professors. Considering that Cronbach's alpha for all research variables is higher than
0.7 and equal to (0.892), the reliability of the questionnaire has been confirmed. SPSS software
was used to analyze the data. The results of the present study showed that 32 inhibitory factors are
involved in diversifying the economic activities of the villages of Masal county . Also,
standardized beta coefficients related to institutional-management structures equal to 0.595 has
been obtained, which has the highest value compared to other independent variables entered in the
regression model. Therefore, it can be said that among the existing barriers, institutional-
managerial barriers have been the main obstacles to diversification of rural economic activities..

1. Introduction

Diversification of rural

economic activities is

it seems to be a strategy in the trajectory to rural
economic  development.  Therefore,  rural
communities should be giving their resources and

fundamental for rural development goals and
development of employment in villages. Rural
entrepreneurship and job creation leads to the
reduction of unemployment, increase in the
productivity of people and resources, income, and
empowerment of the rural community; therefore,
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opportunities to entrepreneurs, because of their
dynamism in economy, helping economic growth,
controlling inflation, increasing agricultural,
livestock, industrial and service production. Masal
County has a unique position in the province and
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the country due to a productive population,

capacities and capabilities such as fertile
agricultural lands and livestock, natural and
historical resources, tourism and handicrafts,

villages’ integrity and proximity to urban centers.
Despite all capacity, this region faced with
unemployment and lack of jobs and insufficient
income. Creative entrepreneurs seem to be a
viable solution for more dynamic economy and
diversifying all kinds of rural activities in order to
achieve sustainable development. This study tries
to investigate the obstructive factors for the rural
development and diversification of economic
activities in the villages of of Masal County.

2. Methodology

According to the purpose, this research is a
descriptive-analytical and terms of their method, it
is quantitative. The study used primary data and
SPSS software was utilized for analysis. The
statistical population was all the villagers and
experts of the relevant authorities of Masal
County, and the sample was selected by random
sampling method. Cochran's formula for limited
community was used to select the sample, and the
number of samples was equal to 68 villages.

3. Results

The results of the present research showed that 32
obstacles play a role in diversifying the economic
activities of the villages of Masal County. Also,
the standardized beta coefficients related to
institutional-managerial problems was 0.595,
which has the highest value compared to other
independent variables included in the regression
model. As a result, institutional-management
obstacles have impeded the diversification of
economic activities in villages.

4. Discussion

Institutional-managerial factor has a significant
impact on the lack of diversification of rural
economic activities in Masal County. Also, the
most important variables are the cultivation
pattern, the cold storage units for maintain and
supplying agricultural products and the lack of
ownership documents for properties and rural
farms. In the economic component, the most
important obstacles were forward purchasing the

Journal of Geographical Studies of Mountainous Areas 9 (2022) 39-56

rural products and services and the lack micro
financing funds. In the social component, the most
important obstacles were neglecting the local
expertise, the increase in the migration process
from the villages and the socio-cultural and
economic anomalies. According to Friedman's
test, from the point of view of the respondents,
government  support, financial  resources,
household savings and infrastructure facilities
play most important roles for diversifying
economic activities. Furthermore, in
environmental obstacles, inappropriate use of
water and soil resources, and irrigation methods as
well as low water efficiency are among the issues
for diversification. The environmental aspect is
noteworthy in Masal County due to the fertile
lands and high annual rainfall, suitable climatic
conditions, and diverse pasture ecosystems,
including forest pastures, summer pastures and
plains. This environment makes it possible to
cultivate fodder plants and the use of remaining
grain fields for livestock and combine agriculture
with animal husbandry. Moreover, Masal County
is one of the famous places in Iran that has many
visitors. These visitors enjoy its green meadows
and natural scenery.

5. Conclusion

The lack of diversity in economic activities is
more common in rural areas. So, the lack of
diversity in the economic activities of the villagers
is an effective factor in the existence of
unemployment, lack of income, migration of
villagers to the cities, low level of production,
lack of optimal use of resources and the problems
that ultimately lead to unsustainable villages. A
large percentage of the young rural generation is
trying to migrate to cities to achieve a better life
through the access to better facilities, social and
physical infrastructure. The opportunities in cities
created offer professional development more
attractive than agricultural work. Non-agricultural
trade, transportation systems as well as a wide
range of services oriented toward production,
consumption, and recreational needs in villages
have strengthened the ties between cities and
villages. Finally, the diversification not only
provides better economic opportunities to the
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residents of rural areas, but also reduces the
quality gap between urban and rural life.
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