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A B S T R A C T  A R T I C L E   I N F O 

Objective: The present research was conducted with the aim of studying hunting tourism and its 
impact on the rural economy in the mountainous areas of the Jashloubar private hunting reserve in 
Mahdishahr County, Semnan Province. 
Method: This research is applied in terms of its purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of the 
nature of the data. Two methods, library study and survey, were used for data collection, and 
Cronbach's alpha test was used to assess the reliability of the questionnaire. For data analysis, a one-
sample t-test and Friedman test were employed using EXCEL and SPSS-21 software. 
Results: The research results indicated that from the perspective of experts and the local community, 
the mean rank of the economic component and its related indicators (investment, employment, and 
income) is above average. 
Conclusion: The results show that their attitude towards the formation and prosperity of hunting 
tourism is positive, and one can be hopeful about the impact of this activity on the livelihood of the 
local community and regional development. A comparison of the questionnaire items for the 
indicators revealed that only the mean rank of women's employment was evaluated as less than 
desirable. 
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1. Introduction 
In the past half-century, leisure and how to spend 
one's time have gained significant importance. 
Some of the main reasons for this include reduced 
working hours per day or week, increased 
individual welfare, lower costs and faster travel, 
the rise in the number of tourist destinations, and 
the impact of advanced technology.  Consequently, 
tourism has also taken on various forms, with 
ecotourism being one example. The primary 
criterion of ecotourism is that it is nature-based. In 
other words, ecotourism, theoretically, should 
cause less harm to its resources compared to other 

types of tourism. Therefore, ecotourism is 
inherently  
considered a form of sustainable tourism. 
However, hunting tourism, which is also nature-
based and falls within the spectrum of ecotourism, 
can also serve as a tool for income generation and 
improving the livelihoods of rural communities 
This success is largely the result of privatization 
and private sector involvement. Fortunately, this 
experience has also been implemented in Iran in 
recent years. One example is the Jablushar private 
reserve in Mahdishahr, Semnan province, which, 
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due to its diverse wildlife species, has become a 
destination for both domestic and foreign hunters 
2.Methodology 
This research is applied in terms of its objective 
and descriptive-analytical in nature, using a survey 
method for data collection. The statistical 
population of this study includes four groups  
Experts from the Department of Environment 
Experts from the Department of Tourism and 

Cultural Heritage 
Members of the Abadgaran Eqlim Jashlubar 

cooperative 
The local community of the studied for the 

sample, 15 environmental experts were selected 
using the snowball sampling method, 25 members 
of the cooperative, and 13 individuals from the 
local community were chosen using a convenient 
sampling method. To measure internal validity, the 
literature review and feedback from the supervisors 
and advisors were used in the questionnaire. 
Additionally, for assessing the reliability of the 
questionnaire, Cronbach's Alpha test was 
employed, and its value was calculated to be 
greater than 0.876. For data analysis, the Friedman 
test and one-sample t-test were applied. In this 
paper, only the economic dimension was assessed 
in three indicators investment, employment, and 
income using 8 statements, based on a five-point 
Likert scale. 

3. Results 
Of the respondents, 79% of the total sample were 
male, and 20.8% were female, with a higher 
proportion of men than women. About 83% of the 
respondents were in the age group between 30 and 
60 years. In terms of occupation, approximately 
72% of the respondents were members of the 
Abadgaran Eqlim Jashlubar cooperative and the 
local community. Among the influencing 
components, the economic component with 8 
indicators was examined. The results of the study 
show that, overall, the economic average of 3/43 is 
higher than the theoretical median (3), indicating a 
favorable situation. In other words, both experts 
and the local community have a positive view of 
the economic role of hunting tourism.  
 
4. Discussion 
Hunting tourism is considered a form of wildlife 
tourism and could serve as an alternative in the 
future to help sustain rural communities through 
investment, job creation, and income generation in 
the study area. The results of this research also 
showed that respondents, mainly experts and 
cooperative members, believe that with the growth 

of this activity, the economic development of the 
local community, with an overall average of 3.43, 
will be above the average level at a 95% confidence 
level 
 
5. Conclusion 
These findings align with the studies of others 
Markovic et al. (2012), Goeldner & Ritchie (2013), 
and Brainerd (2007) considered hunting tourism as 
a tool for income generation. Furthermore, the 
research of Kalvelage, L., Revilla Diez & Bollig 
(2023), Matilainen et al. (2016), Lindsey et al. 
(2006), Adhikari et al. (2021), and even Mbaiwa 
(2017) demonstrated that the ban on safari hunting 
in Botswana led to a reduction in economic and 
social benefits for local communities  
Although some studies, such as those by Tickle & 
von Essen (2020) and Winter (2020), have 
emphasized the ethical aspect and expressed their 
concerns, the findings of this research are 
consistent with these broader perspectives on the 
economic impact of hunting tourism. 
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