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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Avrticle history: This study emphasizes the pivotal role of sustainable tourism, especially geotourism, in both
Received: 11 July 2022; economic growth and environmental preservation. With many geotourism attractions, Dehglan has
Accepted: 15 February the potential to provide solutions for employment and infrastructure challenges and exploit its
2023 natural beauty as an outstanding geotourism destination. However, previous research in this field
Available online 10 May has been limited, which makes this study's scientific assessment of the potential of geotourism.
2023 The objectives of the research include evaluating the potential of geotourism through Kubalikova

and Comanescu evaluation models and providing a strategic framework for the development of
geotourism in Dehglan. The research approach is a descriptive-analytical approach that includes
library research and specialized surveys. This study first creates a theoretical framework through
literature review and then conducts a survey with 12 experts; Experts evaluate geotourism

attractions using Kubalikova and Comanescu models and provide insights through semi-structured
interviews. The results show that "Shida Mountain" and "SormehLi Mountain" are prominent
geotourism attractions in Dehgolan city, whose cultural, historical and religious narratives have
significantly influenced their attractiveness. The holistic geotourism development approach is the
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planning Dehgolan integration of natural and cultural elements while addressing the challenges and opportunities
County. ' among the issues emphasized in this study. This study pioneers a comprehensive assessment of
geotourism and strategic planning in Dehgolan Countyand provides innovative insights for
researchers and policy makers. This emphasizes the importance of holistic development,
infrastructure improvement, effective marketing and sustainable practices. This research serves as
a road map for the sustainable growth of geotourism in Dehglan and sets a standard for future
geotourism efforts in this region.
1. Introduction growth over recent decades, catering to a diverse
The text underscores the significance of audience that includes geological experts and
sustainable tourism, particularly geotourism, in nature enthusiasts. The core principle of
contributing positively to both the economy and geotourism is the conservation and sustainability
the environment. It highlights that tourism stands of Earth's heritage, aiming to ensure the long-term
as a major global economic sector, ranking third viability of biodiversity, ecological integrity,
in terms of exports, trailing only behind fuel and historical authenticity, and more.
chemical industries. Geotourism, a form of Dehgolan, a region rich in geotourism attractions,
sustainable tourism, has experienced notable has the potential to emerge as a prominent
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geotourism destination. The development of
geotourism in this region is seen as a promising
solution to employment and infrastructure
challenges while capitalizing on the region's
natural scenic beauty.

Despite the evident potential, previous research in
this area has been limited. Consequently, the
current study seeks to address this gap by
conducting a rigorous scientific assessment of
geotourism potential using quantitative models.
Additionally, it aims to formulate effective
strategies for fostering geotourism development in
Dehgolan.

In summary, the research objectives encompass:

1. Evaluating the geotourism potential of
Dehgolan's  attractions through quantitative
models.

2. Proposing a strategic framework for the
development of geotourism in Dehgolan.

2. Methodology

This research study combines both practical and
descriptive-analytical approaches. It employs a
two-step methodology involving library research
and expert surveys. In the first step, the study
reviews existing literature through library research
to establish a theoretical framework. The second
step involves a survey with 12 experts. Initially,
experts are provided with a questionnaire based
on the Kubalikovd and Comanescu models to
assess geotourism attractions. They evaluate these
attractions  based on  specific  criteria.
Subsequently, semi-structured interviews are
conducted to gather insights from the experts
regarding internal and external factors influencing
geotourism development in Dehgolan county,
using the SWOT model. The collected data are
then processed, including aggregation, coding,
and normalization, to facilitate analysis. Finally,
an assessment matrix of internal and external
factors is created and shared with experts for
scoring and weighting. Overall, this research
employs a systematic approach to evaluate and
understand the factors impacting geotourism
development in Dehgolan county, combining both
theoretical and expert-based insights.
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3. Results

The study's results indicate that ‘Shida Mountain’
and ‘SormehLi Mountain’ in Dehgolan city
possess  significant  geotourism  potential,
outperforming other attractions according to the
Kubalikovd and Comanescu models. This
suggests  that these sites have unique
characteristics that make them highly attractive to
tourists.

Furthermore, the research revealed that cultural
values play a substantial role in influencing
geotourism potential, as these two attractions are
rich in cultural narratives.

These results lay the foundation for the
development of a geotourism strategy in Dehgolan
city, recognizing the strengths and weaknesses of
the region's tourism infrastructure  and
emphasizing the need for a holistic approach that
integrates natural and cultural aspects to create
compelling tourist experiences.

4. Discussion

The discussion elaborated on the study's findings
and implications. Key points included the
identification of ‘Shida Mountain’® and
‘SormehLi’ Mountain as prime geotourism
attractions in  Dehgolan city, driven by
quantitative models. Cultural narratives were
highlighted as influential factors in geotourism
potential.

The proposed geotourism development strategy
prioritizes strengths, weaknesses, opportunities,
and threats in Dehgolan city's geotourism sector,
encompassing infrastructure, marketing,
sustainability, and collaboration. The discussion
emphasized the importance of a comprehensive
approach, integrating natural and cultural
elements for a robust tourist experience, while
also addressing challenges and capitalizing on
opportunities.

In summary, the discussion underscores the
significance of holistic geotourism development,
informed by rigorous assessment and strategic
planning, providing a valuable framework for
sustainable growth in Dehgolan city's geotourism
sector and serving as a model for future studies in
the region.
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5. Conclusion
In  conclusion, this study conducted a

comprehensive  assessment  of  geotourism
potential in Dehgolan city using quantitative
models, specifically the Kubalikovd and
Comanescu models, and proposed a strategic
development plan based on the SWOT analysis.
Key findings highlighted ‘Sheida Mountain’ and
‘SormehLi Mountain’ as standout geotourism
attractions, emphasizing the intertwining of
natural and cultural elements in geotourism
experiences. The study's innovative approach,
combining quantitative and qualitative models,
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offers valuable insights for researchers and policy
makers. It underscores the significance of holistic
development, infrastructure enhancement,
effective marketing, and sustainability practices.
This research provides a roadmap for sustainable
geotourism growth in Dehgolan city, serving as a
benchmark for future geotourism endeavors in the
region.
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