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Today, the importance of the Cityscape and City Image on the one hand and the developments of
the last few decades in the materials and the variety of styles and the speed of construction on the
other hand, have made it more necessary to pay attention to the facade and the organization of urban
facades among contemporary architects and urban planners. Considering the tendency of citizens
towards neoclassical style and the prevalence of so-called Roman facades in metropolises, especially
Tehran metropolis, the current research aims to evaluate such facades and examines their impact on
the quality of the Cityscape and City Image in Niavaran neighborhood of Tehran. This research,
which is an applied research, based on library studies, observation and field observations, was
prepared by a survey method. The analyzed indicators in two objective and subjective dimensions
and functional, perceptual and visual components have been provided to the statistical sample in the
form of questionnaires. The data analysis shows the impact of the research indicators on the quality
of the Cityscape and City Image. This effectiveness in the objective dimension is much higher than
the subjective dimension, so that the average ranking of the indicators of the objective dimension,
except for the safety index (2.91), have all obtained values higher than (3). However, among the
indices of the mental dimension, this value fluctuates between the numbers (3.2) and (3.6), and only
the "balance and symmetry" index with an average rating of (4.3) has the highest score have given.
The results of this research show that the view and appearance of the residents of the neighborhood
and observing citizens have a greater impact on the quality of the Cityscape and City Image than
what they conjure up in their minds. Therefore, paying attention to lighting, decorations, color, form
and complexity of the facade is in the priority of their importance, and the indicators of identity and
meaning, balance and symmetry, understanding of composition and harmony of the facade are
placed in the last ranks of importance. But what seems essential in improving the quality of the
Cityscape and City Image in Niavaran neighborhood is the need to simultaneously emphasize the
functional, perceptual and visual components.

1. Introduction

conceptual dimensions of Cityscape and City Image

Architecture, as physical manifestation of a society's
culture, throughout history, besides being affected by
cultural interactions, political changes and social
reforms, has also influenced the behavioral patterns of
society's people. An example of this influence can be
seen in the facade of urban buildings, which have found
a disjointed structure in recent years. Considering
people's acceptance of neoclassical (Roman) facades
and the increase of this type of facade construction in
metropolises, the current research seeks to investigate
the causes of citizens' tendency to use Roman facades in
buildings. In this research, based on the definitions and
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provided by different thinkers, view and urban
landscape are classified into two objective and
subjective dimensions and three visual, perceptual and
functional indicators. These indicators, which are
derived from theoretical foundations and previous
studies, are: performance index: adaptability to climate
and safety; Perceptual index: simplicity and complexity,
composition and harmony, identity and meaning,
legibility, balance and symmetry; Visual index: scale
and visual proportions, beauty and attractiveness and
harmony. With the aim of improving the quality of the
Cityscape and City Image in Tehran, the current
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research tries to identify the residential complexes with
neoclassical facades in the Niavaran neighborhood of
Tehran, to look at the pathology of the City Image from
the perspective of the residents of this neighborhood and
the observers of these facades, And it seeks to answer
the following questions: 1- What is the status of the three
indicators of the quality of Cityscape and City Image
(functional, perceptual and visual) in Niavaran
neighborhood? 2- What effect does the spread of
neoclassical (Roman) facades have on the quality of the
Cityscape and City Image?

2. Methodology

This research is an applied research; its data collection
is based on library studies, observation and field
observations. The research method is based on the use
of quantitative and qualitative methods (mixed analysis)
and the statistical population of the research consists of
9591 residents of Niavaran neighborhood in Tehran.
Based on this and using Cochran's formula, the
statistical sample of the research was calculated and
determined by the number of 370 people. After
identifying the residential buildings with neoclassical
view in the field visit of the studied area and extracting
the indicators of the quality of the Cityscape and City
Image from the theoretical bases and collecting the
required information, the analysis of the information has
been carried out quantitatively using spss software. The
questions of the questionnaire are designed in such a
way that at first closed questions include personal
characteristics (such as age, gender, education, etc.) had
Then, the questions related to the effect of the
functional, perceptual and visual components of
neoclassical facades on improving the quality of the
Cityscape and City Image in Niavaran neighborhood
were raised separately based on the five-point Likert
scale and people were asked to express their opinion
about it.

3. Results

The analysis of the completed questionnaires shows the
impact of the investigated indicators of the research on
the quality of the Cityscape and City Image. This
effectiveness in the objective dimension is much higher
than the mental dimension. So that the average rank of
the objective dimension indices except the safety index
(2.91) have all obtained values higher than (3).
However, among the indicators of the mental dimension,
this value fluctuates between the numbers (3.2) and
(3.6), and only the "balance and symmetry" index with
an average rating of (4.3) has the highest score have
given.

4. Discussion

Based on the values obtained from the responses of the
citizens, the "lighting" index of the facades has the
highest rank in terms of the average rank among the

77

objective dimension indices. This means that the
respondents consider its role in improving the quality of
Cityscape and City Image more important than other
indicators. Also, the indices of "door and window form",
"decoration of walls and building facades" and "scale
and visual proportions" respectively have an average
rank of (4.2), (4.16) and (4.13) the next ones are
affected. However, the "Safety" index with an average
rating of 2.91 and having the lowest score, from the
citizens' point of view, ranks last in terms of importance
and impact in improving the quality of Cityscape and
City Image. In terms of the influence of the objective
dimensions of neoclassical facades on the quality of the
Cityscape and City Image. The "balance and symmetry"
of the neoclassical views in improving the quality of the
Cityscape and City Image with a score of 3.4 has the
highest rating and the "identity and meaning" index with
a score of 2.3 has the lowest rating. Have given. In other
words, from the point of view of the citizens, the balance
and symmetry of the facade have a greater role than
other indicators of the subjective dimension in
improving the quality of the Cityscape and City Image,
while they consider the role of the identity and meaning
of the facade in improving the quality of the Cityscape
and City Image to be less important.

5. Conclusion

In a general conclusion, it can be stated that from the
point of view of the citizens, the indicators of both
objective and subjective dimensions have an effect in
improving the quality of the Cityscape and City Image,
while this effectiveness is different among the
indicators. According to citizens, objective indicators
play a greater role than subjective indicators.
Considering that the elements in the neoclassical facades
mentioned in the previous sections cover more objective
indicators than mental indicators, this can confirm the
findings of the research. Residents of the neighborhood
and citizens observing these types of views believe that
the image they see and the view they see has more
impact than what they associate in their minds.
Therefore, attention to lighting, decorations, color, form
and complexity of the facade is given priority, and the
indicators of identity and meaning, balance and
symmetry, understanding of composition and harmony
of the facade are placed in the last ranks of importance.
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