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Article history: Key actors have the most influence on an issue, issue, activity, strategy or decision, and these actors
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Accepted: 5 April 2022 the Aras River, with an area of more than one hundred thousand square kilometers, covers parts of
Auvailable online 4 Turkey, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Iran. The part of Aras Basin which is located in Iran is the
February 2024 northwestern tip of the country and on the right bank of the river in the provinces of West Azerbaijan,
East Azerbaijan, Ardabil and a small part of Guilan province, which is about 41% of the total area
of Aras Basin. Makes up. The aim of this study was to identify the positions of key Iranian actors in
the hydropolitical relations of the border river basin. The research method is analytical-descriptive
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This region, having hundreds of kilometers of
international border with Azerbaijan, Armenia and

1. Introduction
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Today, water is manifested as a geopolitical issue
in relations between governments, especially in
areas that have little surface water and are part of
the arid or semi-arid regions of the world in terms
of climate. The Aras border region has been a
source of tension and cooperation between two or
more nations and countries throughout history.

*Corresponding Author.

Turkey, having four cities in three provinces and
seven border cities with high natural and human
capacities (mineral resources, oil, agriculture,
border differences and ethnic diversity) and
religious) has a special geopolitical importance.
Aras Border River as the longest and one of the
most watery border rivers of Iran plays a very
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important  role in the political-economic
development of the country. But currently, the
provinces adjacent to the Aras border river or
connected to this river are facing a water shortage
and in the future there is a threat of water shortage,
one of the reasons for which is the lack of clear
management, legal regime, etc. It is from the
collapse of the former Soviet Union and the
withdrawal of water by the countries of the Aras
watershed in this region. The key players are the
players who have the most important roles and
duties in the field of border and trans-border rivers.
In this research, you will examine the role and key
players of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
hydropolitics of the Aras border river, and which
players have the greatest convergence and
influence?

2. Methodology

The statistical population consists of 25 elites and
hydropolitic specialists and the Mector method was
used. Therefore, the purpose of the three-step
methodology of actor analysis is to identify the
actors and the strategies and goals of each of them
in relation to one or more issues or problems.
Actors and targets form the elements of two
matrixes of actors - actor and actor - target. Further,
by filling the fields of these two primary matrices,
it is possible to perform calculations and analysis.
The output of the actor-objective matrix represents
the degree of convergence or divergence of actors
in relation to a goal, issue or strategy, and the
output of the actor-actor matrix represents the
power relations between actors. By combining
these two matrices, it becomes possible to consider
the convergence or divergence between goals and
the capacity or ability of each actor to advance that
goal, which will be mentioned later. In the process
of matrix analysis, it is possible to visualize and
present coalitions or conflicts between actors who
have common interests, and it becomes possible to
identify actors who are likely to be in danger.
Finally, the stability of the system can also be
studied.

3. Results

The available findings show that in those countries
that have transboundary rivers, water containment
in the upstream of the river has reduced the access
of the political-spatial units downstream and their
water and human security is vulnerable, and in
terms of the political geography and geopolitics of
the border river At the same time that Aras is an
international border river unit, it is also a
continuous river; So that the four independent
political units of Iran, Turkey, the Republic of
Azerbaijan and Armenia are looking for special,
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common and overlapping interests (bilateral and
multilateral) according to the multiple functions of
the said river, and in this article the actors who play
a key role in the Islamic Republic of Iran In the
discussion of border rivers, they have been
identified, which include the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Jihad Agriculture, Environmental
Organization, Islamic Council, Ministry of Energy,
Ministry of Interior and Planning and Budget
Organization, after identifying the actors,
extracting the goals and strategic missions of the
actors identified in The hydropolitics of Aras
border river, which was scored in the form of two
tables of actors-actors-actors-goals as an elite panel
and then entered into the future research software
of Mector's analysis of actors, and which is the
strongest convergence between (Environmental
Organization, Ministry Energy, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Interior), the most
effective actor (Ministry of Energy) and the most
important priority among the goals of the
organizations was food security.

4. Discussion

The highest priority among the goals of actors of
food security and the most important actor of the
Ministry of Energy and the most effective actor of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of
Interior and the Environment Organization and the
most effective actor of the Ministry of Energy and
thus between the Environment Organization, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of
Energy and the Ministry of Interior There is the
strongest convergence among the actors on the
main goals or tasks and strategy.

5. Conclusion

Between the Environmental Organization, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of
Energy and the Ministry of the Interior, there is the
strongest convergence among the actors on the
goals or tasks and strategies. Between the Program
and Budget Organization, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Ministry of Agriculture, there is a
moderate convergence and weak convergence
among There is the Environment Organization, the
Program and Budget Organization, the Ministry of
the Interior, and the Ministry of Energy, and there
is the weakest convergence between the Program
and Budget Organization and the Ministry of
Agricultural Jihad.
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