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Abstract

In the present study, the attitudes of rural participants were analyzed, as well as the report of their
mental and thinking performance regarding the issue of rural abandonment and decline in Varzegan
County. The research is applied in terms of purpose and is descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and
method, and in the context of "mixed research method", it has used two methodological components
(qualitative and quantitative). This research has two sample volumes for collecting qualitative and
guantitative information. The qualitative section had 26 participants and was in the form of snowball
sampling and the sample size of the quantitative section was 118 people. MAXQDA software is used to
encode and analyze qualitative data and SEM method is used for quantitative data analysis. The results
show that the reduction of job opportunities, migration, population decline, and demand for goods and
services, respectively, form cycles that cause rural abandonment and its decline. "Fragmentation of
arable lands", "Income gap", "Nationalization of rangelands", "Lack of proper cultivation pattern”,
"Process of changing the use of agricultural lands" and "Centralization of facilities and inequalities of
development zones," are some of the most influential variables in the formation of this cycle in
Varzeqan city.

Keywords: Migration, Agricultural employment, Rural decline, Varzegan.
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